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“Sometimes it takes looking at the 
past to really be able to move 
forward and learn from it.”

Danica Patrick





Diversity, whether in terms of research 
methodologies or reference disciplines, 
enriches and benefits a field of research. 
If, on the other hand, this diversity inhibits 
the sharing of research and knowledge 
between communities with different 
intellectual heritages, the end result is a 
loss of synergy and research opportunities 
for each community.



•Anglo-Saxon normativity of 
reference points
•Generalising to make the 

point results in over 
simplification
•Personal reflections
•Reading history backwards
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The Fifty Year Journey to Here
• Prior to the 1970s research relating to family violence other than child abuse 

was subject to “selective inattention” (Dexter, 1958 in Gelles, 1980)
• From the early 1970s raising awareness by the women’s movement increased 

recognition of the wife battering through gathering and sharing the 
experiences of female victims and survivors of domestic abuse
• Quantifying the scale of the issue and the different aspects/dimensions
• Exploring the impact in the immediate and longer term
• Seeking to identify the characteristics of those who use violence and abuse 

against their current or former intimate partner
• Increasing focus on looking at what difference interventions make
• Broadening the definition of what constitutes domestic violence and how 

experiences of race and ethnicity, and issues of class and poverty intersect 
with domestic violence
• Increasing recognition of the experiences of children across the age ranges



The (Re)Discovery of GBV
• The civil rights movement
• The rise of the women’s movement
• The challenge to the consensus 

model of society
• The development of new models of 

social research



Difficulties Confronting Early Research

• Defining abuse and violence
• Operational definitions of abuse and 

violence
• Lack of funding to undertake such 

research
• Typically health researchers studying this 

phenomenon, which had benefits and 
challenges



Early Theoretical Approaches 
to Family Violence

1) The intra-individual level of analysis or 
the psychiatric model

2) The social-psychological level of analysis
3) The sociological or sociocultural level of 

analysis



Looking Forward in the 1980s Through a 
North American Lens (Gelles, 1980)

• Theory building and testing
• Longitudinal designs
• More nonclinical samples
• Methodological triangulation



Some Aspects of the North American 
Contribution
• Intersectionality
• Quantifying the scale and dimensions of domestic violence and abuse
• Use of experimental methods to explore what difference services and 

interventions make, and for whom
• Improving the knowledge base about those who use violence and 

abuse within their intimate relationships
• Looking at the intersection between domestic violence and child 

maltreatment
• The benefit of domestic homicide reviews in aiding learning



• The legacy of Rights from the second World 
War

• The move from an economic union to a 
political union

• Supranational institutions, such as the 
European Union and the Council of Europe





Some Aspects of the European Contribution
• Placing domestic abuse within the context of creating a more gender 

equal society rather than violence prevention
• The development of theory in relation to gender based violence more 

broadly and domestic violence in particular
• A strong focus on giving voice and representing the lived experience 

of domestic abuse victims and survivors through qualitative research 
of various forms 
• Seeking to understand the role of context and culture through cross-

national comparisons 



Looking Forward to the Middle of the Century

• Moving beyond the Anglo-Saxon lens
• The need for standardisation of how we define and 

measure domestic violence
• Promotion and support for interdisciplinary research to 

tease out new insights and solutions
• The value (and challenges) of cross-national 

comparisons
• Longitudinal designs – adult and child victims/survivors 

and those who use violence and abuse in their 
relationships
• Supporting others to use the growing body of 

knowledge and learning generated through research 


